June 27, 2012

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am honored to recognize Judge
Paul A. Rasmussen for his many years of
service to the people of Northwest Florida and
his dedication to his family and community.
Throughout his career, Judge Rasmussen has
served with honor and distinction, and his un-
wavering commitment to the fair administration
of the law and to public service is a shining
example of our legal system working at its fin-
est. My wife Vicki and | wish him, his wife,
Jean, their children and grandchildren all the
best.

——————
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Joanna Trzeciak of Cleveland, Ohio,
who placed among the final four contestants in
the International category of Canada’s Annual
Griffin Poetry Prize Contest.

The Griffin Poetry Prize Contest accepts po-
etry that is either written or translated from
other languages. The contestants are in either
the Canadian or International category of the
competition. Ms. Trzeciak competed with her
translation of a book of poems by the Polish
poet Tadeusz Rozewicz. Rozewicz was born
in Ramomsko, Poland in 1921 and published
his first collection of poems when he was 26.
Rozewicz was Trzeciak’s father’s favorite poet.

Ms. Trzeciak is a native of Poland and cur-
rently lives in Cleveland Heights. She is a pro-
fessor in the Implied Linguistics, Institute for
Department of Modern and Classical Lan-
guage Studies at Kent State University.

Trzeciak’s scholarly research has been
awarded Fulbright and Woodrow Wilson Fel-
lowships. Her translations have appeared in
The New Yorker, The Times Literary Supple-
ment, Harper's Magazine, and The Atlantic
Monthly, among others. Placing among the top
four final contestants, Ms. Trzeciak won
$10,000 and gained exposure for Rozewicz.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring Joanna Trzeciak and congratu-
lating her on her accomplishments in the field
of poetry and in Canada’s Annual Griffin Po-
etry Prize Contest.

————
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise to draw my colleagues’ at-
tention to the tiny nation of Azerbaijan, which
is a giant in world affairs.

Situated between Iran and Russia, Azer-
baijan stands as a friend of the United States
and that friendship frequently concerns nearby
nations.

Part of what makes Azerbaijan a remarkable
ally for the United States is that some 20 mil-
lion Iranians are of Azeri descent, a large part
of northern Iran is frequently referred to as
“southern Azerbaijan” as a reminder that the
territory was—for centuries—part of Azer-
baijan.
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The development of Azeri oil and gas in the
Caspian Sea, along with the major Azeri ex-
port pipelines that pump energy to Western
markets, makes the region all the more stra-
tegic as a U.S. ally.

But it is their geographical location to Af-
ghanistan that makes them absolutely an es-
sential ally for the U.S. Azerbaijan provides a
crucial transit route to supply our troops in Af-
ghanistan. With the expected closing of Manas
air base in 2014, this route will be even more
essential to our troops. They are a Muslim na-
tion that is our friend, and our ally in the world.

This Muslim nation is the example for a sec-
ular society of religious diversity. A majority
Muslim nation with a significant population of
Jews, Azerbaijan is an ally of Israel. Just this
month, on the anniversary of Pope John Paul
II's visit to Azerbaijan, the Vatican’s Cardinal
Fernando Filoni spoke at the Catholic Church
of Baku, reminding us that “An atmosphere of
exemplary tolerance exists in Azerbaijan.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in recognizing the importance of Azer-
baijan—both to the United States and to the
world.

——————
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of the 21st anniversary
of Slovenian Statehood. | am also pleased to
be joined by the Consul General of the Re-
public of Slovenia, Mr. Jure Zmauc and his
wife, Mrs. Janja Zmauc, to celebrate Slove-
nian Statehood Day.

The twenty-fifth of June is Slovenian State-
hood Day, an annual celebration of Slovenia’s
independence and the sovereignty it gained in
1991. It is a commemoration of the struggles
and triumphs of the people of Slovenia. It also
serves as an opportunity for residents of
Northeast Ohio to celebrate the customs, tra-
ditions and contributions of Slovenian Ameri-
cans to our community.

This year's celebration of Slovenian State-
hood Day will be held at the Rotunda at
Cleveland City hall and is sponsored by the
City of Cleveland Mayor Frank Jackson and
Councilmen Michael Polensek and Joe
Cimperman. This year's celebration will fea-
ture a musical performance by composer and
saxophonist, Professor Oto Vrhovnik.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honor and recognition of the 21st anniver-
sary of Slovenian Statehood. Slovenia has
grown in many facets over the years and
should be recognized for its prosperity.
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-

er, | rise today to honor, Lemuel McWilliams.
Mr. McWilliams is the third of five children
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born to Mrs. Eva McWilliams and the late Mr.
Milton McWilliams of Ruleville, Mississippi. He
was born in Clarksdale, Mississippi. Mr.
McWilliams is a member of Merry Grove Mis-
sionary Baptist Church where he is a Sunday
School Teacher, usher, and he is also active
in other church auxiliaries.

From the time Lemuel entered school he al-
ways worked to excel. While at Ruleville Mid-
dle School he received numerous academic
awards and graduated Salutatorian of his
class. When Lemuel entered high school he
continued to make education his priority, and
has received numerous awards. He received
the highest average in English Ill, Algebra I,
Advance Placement History, and Creative
Writing; and Lemuel was also awarded the
Sunflower County Chamber of Commerce
scholarship, and both the Principal’s and the
Superintendent’s Scholar Awards.

As a member of the Leaders Envisioning a
Future, he has also been involved in commu-
nity service projects. Mr. McWilliams has been
a mentor to fellow classmates by encouraging
and helping them reach their educational
goals. He wants to encourage younger stu-
dents that they can accomplish any of their
goals as long as they are committed to work-
ing hard to achieve it.

Mr. Williams received full scholarships to
Jackson State University and Alcorn State
University. In the fall he plans to attend Jack-
son State University where he will major in
PreMed and Biology. After obtaining his de-
gree, Lemuel wants to become a Pediatrician.

Mr. Lemuel McWilliams credits his parents
for encouraging and supporting him to pursue
his dreams of becoming a physician. His sib-
lings Toni, Rahman, Ivan, and Ezra also en-
courage him to achieve his educational and
career dreams, because they understand
Lemuel’s passion for achieving his goals and
helping others.

Mr. Speaker, | ask our colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mr. Lemuel McWilliams as the
2012 Valedictorian at Ruleville Central High
School Class.

———————
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of the 100th anniversary of the Gust
Gallucci Company and its strong commitment
to the Cleveland community.

The Gust Gallucci Company opened in 1912
when Gust Gallucci emigrated to Cleveland
from Faeto, Italy. Mr. Gallucci longed for the
authentic ltalian food that he had been raised
on and soon discovered that he was not the
only one. Mr. Gallucci began selling his prod-
ucts from a large wooden cart which became
so popular that he moved into his first store on
the west side of Cleveland.

While the location of the store changed four
times, Mr. Gallucci’s friendly personality and
great food kept Clevelanders coming back for
more. The business has remained in the fam-
ily, passed down from Mr. Gallucci to sons
Frank and Ray after he passed away in 1952.
Now the fourth generation has become in-
volved and has worked to move the store into
the 21st century.
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